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Because of their enormous size, elephants have long been irresistible for kings as symbols of their eminence.
In early civilizations—such as Egypt, Mesopotamia, the Indus Civilization, and China—kings used elephants
for royal sacrifice, spectacular hunts, public display of live captives, or the conspicuous consumption of
ivory—all of them tending toward the elephant’s extinction. The kings of India, however, as Thomas R.
Trautmann shows in this study, found a use for elephants that actually helped preserve their habitat and
numbers in the wild: war.
            Trautmann traces the history of the war elephant in India and the spread of the institution to the
west—where elephants took part in some of the greatest wars of antiquity—and Southeast Asia (but not
China, significantly), a history that spans 3,000 years and a considerable part of the globe, from Spain to
Java. He shows that because elephants eat such massive quantities of food, it was uneconomic to raise them
from birth. Rather, in a unique form of domestication, Indian kings captured wild adults and trained them,
one by one, through millennia. Kings were thus compelled to protect wild elephants from hunters and
elephant forests from being cut down. By taking a wide-angle view of human-elephant relations, Trautmann
throws into relief the structure of India’s environmental history and the reasons for the persistence of wild
elephants in its forests. 
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From reader reviews:

Janet Smith:

This Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that
it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you
will get. This particular Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History without we know teach the one who
reading it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Elephants and Kings: An
Environmental History can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be
full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Elephants and Kings: An
Environmental History having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Vincent Cartagena:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly
book entitled Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will
maybe you never get before. The Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History giving you another
experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful info for your better life with this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying
spare time activity?

Leon King:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History
can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks have
than the others?

Alice Olivares:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History or
maybe others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks
are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes



Elephants and Kings: An Environmental History to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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