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From the National Book Award–winning author of The Noonday Demon: An Atlas of Depression comes
a monumental new work, a decade in the writing, about family. In Far from the Tree, Andrew Solomon
tells the stories of parents who not only learn to deal with their exceptional children but also find
profound meaning in doing so.

Solomon’s startling proposition is that diversity is what unites us all. He writes about families coping with
deafness, dwarfism, Down syndrome, autism, schizophrenia, multiple severe disabilities, with children who
are prodigies, who are conceived in rape, who become criminals, who are transgender. While each of these
characteristics is potentially isolating, the experience of difference within families is universal, as are the
triumphs of love Solomon documents in every chapter.

All parenting turns on a crucial question: to what extent parents should accept their children for who they
are, and to what extent they should help them become their best selves. Drawing on forty thousand pages of
interview transcripts with more than three hundred families, Solomon mines the eloquence of ordinary
people facing extreme challenges. Whether considering prenatal screening for genetic disorders, cochlear
implants for the deaf, or gender reassignment surgery for transgender people, Solomon narrates a universal
struggle toward compassion. Many families grow closer through caring for a challenging child; most
discover supportive communities of others similarly affected; some are inspired to become advocates and
activists, celebrating the very conditions they once feared. Woven into their courageous and affirming stories
is Solomon’s journey to accepting his own identity, which culminated in his midlife decision, influenced by
this research, to become a parent.

Elegantly reported by a spectacularly original thinker, Far from the Tree explores themes of generosity,
acceptance, and tolerance—all rooted in the insight that love can transcend every prejudice. This crucial and
revelatory book expands our definition of what it is to be human.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Parra:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the
Search for Identity as the daily resource information.

Debra Unger:

Typically the book Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity will bring that you the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try
to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the
Search for Identity is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web
site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Constance Music:

Typically the book Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity has a lot associated with
on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. That book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Mary Varnum:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping Far From the Tree: Parents, Children
and the Search for Identity that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you could pick Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the Search for Identity
become your own starter.
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