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Spanning nearly a century, the letters in this collection revolve around a central event in the history of a
southern family: the death of the eldest son owing to sickness contracted during service in the Confederate
Army. The letters reveal a slaveowning family with keen interests in art, music, and nature and an
unshakable belief in their religion and in the Confederate cause.

William Seagrove Smith was a private in the signal corps of the Eighteenth Battalion, Georgia Infantry.
Smith was part of the force defending Savannah until it fell in late 1864, and then marched with General
William J. Hardee in his famous retreat out of the city and through the Carolinas. Like so many other soldiers
on both sides of the conflict, William Smith fell not at the hands of an enemy but from disease. He died in
Raleigh, North Carolina, on July 7, 1865. A parallel and complementary story about William's younger
brother, Archibald, also emerges in the letters. As a cadet at Georgia Military Institute, Archibald was (as his
parents fervently wished) exempt from service; however, he ultimately saw?and survived?action before the
war's end.

Scattered among the many lines in the letters that are devoted to the two brothers are a wealth of particulars
about agricultural, industrial, and social life in the family's north Georgia community of Roswell, the Smith
family's flight from Sherman's invasion force, their lives as refugees in south Georgia, and a final reunion of
the Smith brothers outside of Savannah just after the city's fall. Also included are a number of moving
exchanges between the Smiths and the family that cared for William in his final days.

A brief history of the Smith family through 1863 begins the correspondence, while the letters following the
war reveal their fortitude in the face of William's death and the hardships of Reconstruction. The volume
concludes with selected letters from the subsequent generation of Smiths, who conjure images of the Old
South and revive the memory of William. Like the most distinguished Civil War-era letter collections, The
Death of a Confederate introduces a personal dimension to its story that is often lost in histories of this
sweeping event.
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From reader reviews:

Clifford Walsh:

This The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell,
Georgia, 1864-1956 book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is usually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will
get information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Death of
a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956
without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of
Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow
to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This The Death of a Confederate:
Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Pam Boyd:

The reason? Because this The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith
Family of Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you
to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hesitate having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Phyllis Wilder:

Reading a book to get new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of Roswell, Georgia,
1864-1956 will give you new experience in reading through a book.

Rosalie Castillo:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of
news. On this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media



social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Death of a Confederate: Selections from the Letters of the Archibald Smith Family of
Roswell, Georgia, 1864-1956 when you needed it?
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