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This lively and stimulating book guides students through the historical contexts, key figures, texts, themes
and issues in sixteenth- and early seventeenth-century English literature. The English Renaissance, 1500-
1620 sets out the historical and cultural contexts of Renaissance England, highlighting the background voices
and events which influenced literary production, including the Reformation, the British problem, perceptions
of other cultures and the voyages to the Americas.

A series of short biographical essays on the key writers of the period explain their significance, and explore a
variety of perspectives with which to approach them. In-depth analyses of a number of well-studied texts are
also provided, indicating why each text is important and suggesting ways in which each might usefully be
read. Texts featured include Astrophil and Stella, Othello, Utopia, Dr Faustus, The Tragedy of Miriam, The
Unfortunate Traveller and the Faerie Queene.

The volume charts the intricacies of English Renaissance literature, taking in a variety of themes including
women, gender and the question of homosexuality; the stage; printing and censorship; humanism and
education and rhetoric. Attention is also drawn to current debates in Renaissance criticism such as New
Historicism and Cultural Materialism, thus the book provides students with an unparalleled foundation for
further study.

Fully cross-referenced, with a useful chronology, glossary and suggestions for further reading, this much-
needed guide conveys the excitement of reading Renaissance literature.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Rodgers:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The English Renaissance
1500-1620 (Wiley Blackwell Guides to Literature) book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably
know this.

Robert Ford:

The English Renaissance 1500-1620 (Wiley Blackwell Guides to Literature) can be one of your starter books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
The English Renaissance 1500-1620 (Wiley Blackwell Guides to Literature) although doesn't forget the main
place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource info that maybe you can be
considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Jennifer Williams:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to go through a book. When
you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon. The The English
Renaissance 1500-1620 (Wiley Blackwell Guides to Literature) will give you a new experience in examining
a book.

Margaret Conley:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get
a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The English Renaissance 1500-1620 (Wiley
Blackwell Guides to Literature) to make your current reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the sensation about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide
open a book and go through it. Beside that the book The English Renaissance 1500-1620 (Wiley Blackwell
Guides to Literature) can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must
you're doing of this time.
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