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‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ is the final novel by Charles Dickens. The novel was unfinished at the time
of Dickens's death (9 June 1870) and his ending for it is unknown. Consequently, the identity of the murderer
remains subject to debate.

Though the novel is named after the character Edwin Drood, the story focuses on Drood's uncle, choirmaster
John Jasper, who is in love with his pupil, Rosa Bud. Miss Bud, Drood's fiancée, has also caught the eye of
the high-spirited and hot-tempered Neville Landless, who comes from Ceylon with his twin sister, Helena.
Landless and Drood take an instant dislike to one another. Drood later disappears under mysterious
circumstances. The story is set in Cloisterham, a lightly disguised Rochester. Mr Crisparkle, for example,
lives in a clergy house in Minor Canon Corner, which corresponds to a genuine address within the precincts
of Rochester Cathedral, namely Minor Canon Row.

Supplying a conclusion to ‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ has occupied writers from the time of Dickens's
death to the present day. The first three attempts to complete the story were undertaken by Americans. The
first, by Robert Henry Newell, published under the pen name Orpheus C. Kerr in 1870, was as much a
parody as a continuation, transplanting the story to the United States. It is a "burlesque" farce rather than a
serious attempt to continue in the spirit of the original story.

The second ending was written by Henry Morford, a New York journalist. He traveled to Rochester with his
wife and published the ending serially during his stay in England from 1871–1872. In this ending, Edwin
Drood survives Jasper's murder attempt. Datchery is Bazzard in disguise, but Helena disguises herself as
well to overhear Jasper's mumbling under the influence of opium. Entitled 'John Jasper's Secret: Sequel to
Charles Dickens' 'Mystery of Edwin Drood,’ it was rumored to have been authored by Charles Dickens, Jr.
and Wilkie Collins, despite Collins' disavowal.

The third attempt was perhaps the most unusual. In 1873, a young Vermont printer, Thomas James,
published a version which he claimed had been literally 'ghost-written' by him channelling Dickens's spirit.
A sensation was created, with several critics, including Arthur Conan Doyle, a spiritualist himself, praising
this version, calling it similar in style to Dickens's work; and for several decades the James version of Edwin
Drood was common in America.

Other Drood scholars disagree. John C. Walters "dismiss[ed it] with contempt", stating that the work "is self-
condemned by its futility, illiteracy, and hideous American mannerisms; the mystery itself becomes a
nightmare, and the solution only deepens the obscurity."

Two of the most recent of the posthumous collaborations are ‘The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ by Leon
Garfield (1980) and ‘The Decoding of Edwin Drood’ (1980) by Charles Forsyte. There was also a humorous
continuation by the Italian duo Fruttero & Lucentini entitled ‘The D Case.’

In January 1914, John Jasper (played by Frederick T. Harry) stood trial for the murder of Edwin Drood in
London. The "trial" was organised by the Dickens Fellowship. G. K. Chesterton, best known for the Father
Brown mystery stories, was the judge, while George Bernard Shaw was the foreman of the jury, made up of
other authors. J. Cuming Walters, author of ‘The Complete Edwin Drood,’ led the prosecution, while Cecil



Chesterton acted for the defense.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Jones:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Mystery of Edwin Drood
(Illustrated) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make
you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Nathan Barnes:

This The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated) usually are reliable for you who want to certainly be a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated) can be on the list
of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with
information that possibly will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all
over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Mystery of
Edwin Drood (Illustrated) forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Leon Fisher:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list is The Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated). This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review
this publication you can get many advantages.

Loren Benton:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to as of book The
Mystery of Edwin Drood (Illustrated). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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