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Our beliefs constitute a large part of our knowledge of the world. We have beliefs about objects, about
culture, about the past, and about the future. We have beliefs about other people, and we believe that they
have beliefs as well. We use beliefs to predict, to explain, to create, to console, to entertain. Some of our
beliefs we call theories, and we are extraordinarily creative at constructing them. Theories of quantum
mechanics, evolution, and relativity are examples. But so are theories about astrology, alien abduction,
guardian angels, and reincarnation. All are products (with varying degrees of credibility) of fertile minds
trying to find explanations for observed phenomena. In this book, Nils Nilsson examines beliefs: what they
do for us, how we come to hold them, and how to evaluate them. We should evaluate our beliefs carefully,
Nilsson points out, because they influence so many of our actions and decisions. Some of our beliefs are
more strongly held than others, but all should be considered tentative and changeable. Nilsson shows that
beliefs can be quantified by probability, and he describes networks of beliefs in which the probabilities of
some beliefs affect the probabilities of others. He argues that we can evaluate our beliefs by adapting some
of the practices of the scientific method and by consulting expert opinion. And he warns us about "belief
traps" -- holding onto beliefs that wouldn't survive critical evaluation. The best way to escape belief traps, he
writes, is to expose our beliefs to the reasoned criticism of others.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Anthony:

The experience that you get from Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) is a
more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential
Knowledge series) giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of
Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series) instantly.

Ruth Mahan:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Understanding Beliefs (The MIT
Press Essential Knowledge series) that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining
as your good habit, you may pick Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
become your current starter.

Charles Melendez:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge
series) why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Marvin Davidson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is Understanding Beliefs (The MIT Press Essential Knowledge series)
this book consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how



does the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.
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